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RESEARCH MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE NMMU RTI COMMITTEE

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING OF RESEARCH ENTITIES (RE)

(Before you complete the form, please, read the guidelines attached at the end of this form)

COMPLETION OF THE FORM

1. This form is electronically available at Department of Research Management.

2. Applications must be completed in typescript (electronically).

3. Only applications routed through, recommended and signed as indicated in Section E by the relevant authorities, will be considered. 

4. Incomplete or late applications will not be placed on the agenda of the Research Management Sub-committee (RMS) of the NMMU RTI Committee for consideration.

5. Give concise answers.  Do not exceed the spaces provided or attach appendices unless requested.

6. Non-research based entities do not qualify for support in this category.

7. The latest Annual Report of the entity submitted to Senate must be attached to this application.

	SECTION A: PARTICULARS OF APPLICANT

	Faculty
	

	Director/ Leader of Entity
	Surname
	
	Initials
	
	Title
	

	Name of Entity
	
	Unit/ Centre/ Institute
	


	Type of Entity:  Research-based
	
	Non-research based 
	

	Number of staff associated with entity
	
	Number of students associated with entity
	
	 Date registered
	

	Telephone (work)
	
	E-mail address
	

	Amount requested up to a maximum of R100 000
	


	SECTION B: PURPOSE OF GRANT

	Indicate the purpose of the grant including a motivation why the entity cannot fund from its own resources the expenses indicated in Section D.

	

	Indicate how the grant will assist in making the entity more competitive or effective.

	

	List the potential research and other outputs emanating from this grant.

	

	SECTION C: TRACK RECORD

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
List the five most important research outputs of the entity during the past two years – be specific.

	

	Have you previously applied successfully for support in this funding category?  If yes, provide details and indicate how the grant(s) made the entity more competitive and effective.

	

	Additional comments to motivate the application (Max 60 words).

	


	SECTION D: DETAILED BUDGET

	
	R

	1. Materials and Supplies
	

	2. Local travel
	

	3. International travel
	

	4. Research equipment (attach quotation, limited to less than R50 000)
	

	5. Conference attendance (local and international)
	

	6. Visiting Scientist/ Mentor
	

	7. Staff (lecturer replacement, student assistantships, administrative support, etc)
	

	8. Other: specify.
	

	Total amount applied for
	


	SECTION E: SIGNATURE (Signatures indicate support for the application)

	
	Signature
	Date

	Director/ Leader
	
	

	Chair: Faculty RTI Committee
	
	

	Dean
	
	


	FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

	Research Management Sub-committee of the

NMMU RTI Committee Approval
	
	Amount Approved
	

	Signature 

Chair: RMS
	
	Date
	



GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR FUNDING RESEARCH ENTITIES
In terms of the NMMU RTI Committee’s Framework for the support and Funding of Research Activities at the NMMU (D791/05), some funding is available for formally registered NMMU research-based entities i.e. institutes, centres and units.
The funding will be reserved as seed funding for research-based entities needing development to enable them to become nationally or internationally competitive.  Entities not engaged in research may not apply for this grant.

Research-based entities may apply for a grant to a maximum of R100 000.  The application form is attached.  It must be supported by your Faculty RTI Committee and /or Dean.

Funding is available for all research-related expenditures associated with the core activities of the entity e.g. for student assistantship, secretarial and administrative support, proposal writing, visits to potential funders, etc.
Applications will be considered by the Research Management Sub-committee (RMS) of the NMMU at its second meeting of each year.  Applications should be forwarded to the secretariat of the RMS.  However, any questions related to the application and its completion should be directed to the Manager of the Entities Project, located within the Department of Research Management.  

NB: In terms of the policy for entities, research-based entities are predominantly involved in research, including contract research.  “The term ‘research’ encompasses knowledge generation, discovery and creative endeavours that span the arts, humanities, business, science, engineering, technology and the professions and generates outputs, which may include the commercialisation of such knowledge” (Creating Centres of Excellence, 2005:3).
A limited amount of funding is available for grants and therefore it is highly likely that not all applications will be successful.   The RMS will base its decision to allocate a grant mainly on the following criteria:

· Track record which will include the latest Annual Report of the entity to Senate and research outputs during the previous two years.

· Potential research outputs should the application be successful.

· A clear understanding as to how the grant will make the entity more competitive and effective.

· A clear understanding of how items budgeted for will be linked to the proposed outputs.  In this regard it should be clear that funding will primarily benefit the entity and not an individual.

Grants may not be carried forward to 2007 and a short progress report indicating how the funding was spent should be tabled at the first EMS meeting of each year.  Funding not utilised by 31 December of each year will automatically revert back to the RMS. 
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